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rivers Much of the region has never been penetrated by
white men The rivers provide the only highways into the
interior and very little trade is carried on away from the
river settlements The chief products are timber rubber
and copra from plantations and from Sarawak a small
amount of petroleum Most of the trade is conducted through
Singapore and Hong Kong

CHAPTER X

THE DUTCH EAST INDIES

1    Historical
T TISTORICALLY   the penetration of white men into

these islands is linked with the discovery of Australia
The Portuguese reached the archipelago in the sixteenth
century and were closely followed by the Dutch who in the
next hundred years established many trading ports in the
islands By 1640 Batavia had become a great centre of trade
and so important was the traffic to Holland that exploration
was pushed on around all the coasts of Austraha except the
east There were two mam reasons for this first to chart
them so that there would be less danger for their vessels
and secondly in the hope of finding new fields for trade
The most remarkable of these voyages was that of Abel
Janzoon Tasman in 1642 when with two ships he sailed
right round Australia via Mauritius Tasmania and New
Zealand without however sighting the eastern coast It
was a notable feat of navigation and exploration and
exemplifies the spmt of the early Dutch governors and
traders They laid the foui^dations of the Dutch colonial
empire which has now become a new industrial region whose
people formed an obscure and backward feudal society when
was fotrnded m 1619